ERYLL JOINS FIND A VOICE!

At our recent AGM we welcomed Eryll
Woollett as our new Chairman. We hand
over to Eryll to introduce herself:

Dear Friends of Find a Voice

| have the honour of being appointed Chair of the
Board of Trustees of the Find a Voice charity. |
have been personally involved with FAV for some
three years now having first come into contact
with Joy and FAV when my granddaughter
needed help learning to speak and communicate
and then later when she started school FAV
helped us with her Statement of Special
Educational Needs. Earlier this year, with time on
my hands, | started doing some volunteering at
the FAV Centre and then when | heard that FAV
were advertising for the appointment of Chair of
the Board of Trustees, | applied.

| hope my business background will help the
Board put FAV on a firm financial footing and
allow us to expand our unique services not only
throughout Kent but eventually throughout the UK.

Next | would like to say a big thank you to Michael
Claughton.  Michael stepped down from the
position of Chairman at the Annual General
Meeting that was held earlier this month. | am
pleased to say he will be remaining on the Board
of Trustees and we welcome his decision to
continue in this capacity.

Then at the AGM we heard what tremendous
progress has been made in the last year and
thanks to the hard work of Joy Butcher, the
Trustees and a very generous unrestricted
donation from The Roger de Haan Charitable
Trust we are in a more stable financial position for
the short term. However, we have had a knock
back in finding core funding from the statutory
authorities. Although we are well known by those
who use our services we feel that there is a lack
of knowledge by managers holding budgets about
just what Find a Voice can offer, our excellent
reputation and how essential FAV is to all who
have communication problems. We are looking to
remedy this situation. Core funding is essential in
the long term and this will be one of our first
priorities this year.

We are in the middle of a review which will give us
a clearer idea of where our strengths lie and what
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our other priorities should be and this will enable
us to draw up a firm business plan.

We are pressing ahead with our programme of
fund raising events (see below) and | hope to see
and meet you there. Do come and introduce
yourselves.

Eryll (left) with the Mayor and Mayoress of
Ashford at the Find A Voice Flower Festival,
Kingsnorth Church near Ashford. This was a
lovely occasion with beautiful floral displays,
displays from our Resource Library and
music. Thanks to all involved including Revd
Sheila McLachlan, flower arrangers from
Kingsnorth & Christ Church churches;
Ashford and Rainham/Sittingbourne Floral Art
Societies.

FIND A VOICE EVENTS
QUIZ in aid of Find A Voice
Saturday September 23™ at 7.30 p.m.
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IT at FAV

Fundraising News

New software: the Communicate series
Best of the web: symbols resources
Award for FAV/Meridian TV visit

Who's Who at FAV

Communication aid achievements
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ON THE BALL WITH FAV!

While England struggled in Germany, our
students were raising their game in Ashford!

Stephen and Malcolm are two of our IT
students who attend the Find A Voice Centre
weekly in order to increase their
communication skills. In a recent project they
used the Internet to identify topics of interest
which they then used as a base for learning.

Stephen produced a personal booklet about
himself, including his interests such as the
Football World Cup.

History Man

Malcolm made small catalogue of historic
world events and this has helped him to
improve his English grammar and written
communication.

Both students are very happy that they are
improving their communication and life skills
through the use of modern technology.

Person centred learning

All our students are different and our unique
service recognises that they have very
different needs. Some students will use the
computer to write about their interests and
feelings when they would struggle to talk
about them. Others will improve their spoken
language by searching for images of their
favourite soap stars or sci-fi  heroes-
Eastenders, and Dr Who are currently very
popular. For other students touch screen
games may simply improve concentration
and awareness of cause and effect.

The one to one teaching at Find A Voice
opens up computing to students who find
college courses too daunting.

Roman Solorz who has done much to
develop this work has now moved on to
pastures new. Dave Rawling from
Volunteering Ashford is currently continuing
the project. Dave is also involved with two
other projects working with people with
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learning disabilities in Ashford- the Saturn
Night Club, and a Volunteering project.

Malcolm

Grants received
We are pleased to acknowledge grants

The Roger de Haan Charitable Trust £20,000
Kent Handicapped Caring Association
(support for Widgit Training) £3,000
The Henry Smith Charity

(purchase of 2 Lightwriters

for library) £6,000

Business Support
Harbow Ltd Recycled Cartridges £32.30

Individuals & Groups

Mrs Phillps £40.96

R Mathes £20.00

Towers School Performing Arts £171.49
Society of Friends, Maidstone £68.00

Mrs Tucker-Smyth £20.00

Pluckley Church £101.45

Freemasons Castle Lodge Sandgate £200.00
St James Church, Elmstead £122

Fundraising Events

‘In Hand and Ridden’ Horse Show at Charing
Race Course raised £3,270. Many thanks to
Helen West and all who helped with catering,
putting up marquees (including Ashford Sea
Cadets), gate, raffle, ticket entries etc.

OUR VISION IS: To develop ‘Find A Voice’
as a leading charity in the field of Speech,
Language and Communication Needs
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SYMBOLS SOFTWARE: The
Communicate Series

Many readers may know that the old Widgit
‘Writing With Symbols’ software is gradually giving
way to the new ‘Communicate Series’. Many
people are now signing up for Communicate
training courses with Find A Voice, either
because they are new to symbols and want to use
up-to-date software or because they are thinking
of switching from WWWS to Communicate.

e, Communicate: In Print
o | ;ﬁ* 2
tﬁ S o= e A flexible symbol-
P = supported desktop
) iTﬂl T publishing package

e Printin any size; as
books ready to fold or as single sheets
e The full Widgit Rebus symbol set is included
in colour and black & white.
e Use the 1500 coloured pictures to build up
your own illustrations.
e It's easy to insert your own digital images and
scanned pictures.
o Write in text or symbols.

Communicate: By Choice

Is an add-on programme to In Print offering on-
screen activities for children and adults. Sound,
symbols and pictures help students improve skills
such as colour recognition, graphic recognition,
counting, telling the time and literacy. Correct
choices are rewarded and on completion there is
the option of printing out a certificate. Using the
By Choice Editor, the wide selection of pre-made
activities can be adapted to individuals’ needs.
E.g. a school review activity can be changed to an
adult review activity by changing the symbols.

NB We still offer Introductory and Advanced
Courses in Writing With Symbols as we realise
that many users need to make the most of their
existing software.

Dates of next Courses at Find A Voice:
For further details see our website
www.findavoice.org.uk email
joy@findavoice.org.uk or ring 01233 640443

Communicate in Print: 5 & 19 Sep, 3 & 17 Oct,
14 & 21 Nov, 5 Dec 2006

Communicate By Choice will be demonstrated
at all other courses- full course available soon.
Writing With Symbols Intro: 12 Sep 10 & 31
Oct, 28 Nov 2006

Writing With Symbols Advanced: 26 Sep, 24
Oct, 7 Nov 2006

www.findavoice.org.uk

BEST OF THE NET... online resources

Parents’ Resources
www.widgit.com/parents/index.htm

This is a good starting point for parents who want
to find out if symbols might benefit their child. The
site includes a useful introduction to symbols
explaining the different symbol sets and their
uses. Even better, there are lots of free
downloadable resources to get you started. These
are all pdf files* so you do not have to have
Widgit software to print them out — though the
quality of the resources may well encourage you
to purchase the Communicate software later.
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There are masses of resources including
seasonal activities, language and communication
help sheets, stories to print out including simple

stories suitable for teenagers, help with reading a
vocabulary book and help with school work.

*odf files can be read by downloading Acrobat
Reader from www.adobe.com/uk . This is free.

Teachers’ Resources
www.widgit.com/SIP/project/index.htm

This site grew out of a successful joint project with
Warwickshire schools. It provides systematic
information on using symbols in mainstream
schools (mostly primary). The well-designed web
pages cover why we use symbols, case studies
and a comprehensive resource list. Many of the
resources are free and some are in pdf format*.
Others are written for Writing With Symbols and
others for Communicate in Print. A small fee (e.qg.
£7) is charged for some resources.

The resources are grouped into helpful categories
such as subjects (Seasons, history, geography,
literacy, numeracy, RE, science); practical guides
(playscripts, rhyme boards, dominoes etc); help
sheets; classroom resources (reward charts,
target  boards, visual  timetables  etc.)
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FIND A VOICE STAFF

e Joy Butcher, Executive Director

e Elspeth Kirkwood, Administration
Co-ordinator (part-time).

e Volunteers: Dave Rawlings (IT training)
Teresa Collins (general office duties), Jane

Faulkner (receptionist), Pam Durant
(database), Jilll McAdams (newsletter
distribution), Victoria Vaughan (work
experience)

FIND A VOICE TRUSTEES

Chairman: Eryll Woollett
Secretary: Sue Soan
e Hon. Treasurer: Ted Hawkins

e Michael Claughton, Pauline Winlow, Mark
Carty, Alan Collado.

PATRONS AND PRESIDENT
Patrons: Bob and Mary Holness
President: Damian Green MP

Vice President: Alastair Dutch OBE

Congratulations to Alastair Dutch who was
awarded the OBE in the Queen’s Birthday
Honours in recognition of his service to the
Foreign Office and also to Find A Voice.

COMMUNICATION AID
ACHIEVEMENTS

Leslie Snapes has received his Vantage Plus.
Training will be arranged for his care staff to
support Leslie in using the communication aid to
its full potential.

Simon Wilson is now ordering his Say it Sam
SMI in preparation for his new university year.

Find A Voice has received a grant from the
Charles S French Charitable Trust to purchase a
Lightwriter. This will be on longterm loan to Mr
Humphrey Jagger.

Tom is waiting for a a SL35 Lightwriter. Tom
featured on the recent Meridian TV report along
with Find A Voice.

www.findavoice.org.uk

Simon Cooling (Deputy Lieutenant of Kent and host
of the event at Sissinghurst Place).ClIr lan Cooling
(Crime Stoppers) Joy Butcher and Sue Soan (FAV),
Peter Hardy (Deputy Lieutenant of Kent) .

Find A Voice was one of 2 charities
presented with a certificate of merit by the
Alan Willett Foundation in recognition of our
contribution to the investment of the people of
Kent in supporting adults and children with
communication difficulties. The Alan Willett
Foundation has given us a £2000 grant. In a
interview with the Kentish Express Joy
Butcher said,” With the grant we will be able
to provide information workshops and
demonstrations of the communication and
switch access toys we loan to children.”

MERIDIAN TV Visit

Viewers in the South East were able to hear
about our work and 10" Anniversary
Celebrations in a special feature broadcast
during the Ilunchtime and early evening
regional newsrounds. The then Chairman
Michael Claughton spoke about the need for
core funding for the charity. Stephen,
Malcolm and others spoke about the support
they receive at Find A Voice.




