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£10,000 BOOST FOR
RESOURCE CENTRE

Find A Voice received a welcome boost from
the Dover branch of the Chest, Heart and
Stroke Association. The CHSA has
awarded us a £10,000 grant for
communication aids. 3 Lightwriters and 1
Say-it! SAM will go in our Resource Centre
Library at Ashford and will be available for
short-term loan throughout Kent.

Priority will be given to stroke patients in the
Dover area. This service is free of charge and
can be arranged by contacting Joy Butcher
on 012233 640443 or on email
joy@findavoice.org.uk

The Lightwriter is made by Toby Churchill Ltd
of Cambridge. They are text-based
machines; this means that the user types
words which are turned into speech. They
are therefore often suitable for people who
have acquired speech and language
difficulties in later life. Toby Churchill Ltd
says:

Lightwriters are extremely easy to use. You simply
turn them on and type. Users do not feel afraid of
the technology. Lightwriters are specially
designed to meet the particular needs of
communication aid users, with saliva-resistant
keyboards, high legibility displays, rugged design,
and long life rechargeable batteries for use all
day. Most Lightwriters have word prediction
included standard’

Secretary of Dover CHSA, Jeanne
Henderson was delighted to support the
work of Find A Voice:

www.findavoice.org.uk  Charity No: 10568697
email joy@findavoice.org.uk

Jeanne Henderson & Monica Pope present Joy with
funding for Lightwriters

‘Within the objectives of our organisation we
are able to fund Find A Voice to further the
work of loaning equipment to stroke victims’

Joy Butcher, Executive Director of Find A
Voice commented ‘It is good to see voluntary
organisations supporting each other’s work in
this way’.
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— Thanks to Sure Start for their help in printing of this newsletter. Sure Start
J=,-* Ashford is based at The Willow Centre and supports families with young

SuraStart

children in a wide variety of ways. If you live in South Ashford and have a
child under 5, then please contact them on 0800 5877455.

Also to CASE Kent for printing extra copies.
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN
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“Give as You
Earn”

www.findavoice.org.uk

GIVE AS YOU EARN: download details from our
website www.findavoice.org.uk. The link supplied
will also help you find out whether your employer
operates the scheme. (NB if they don’t you can
still contribute through Gift Aid)
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volunteer or as a Trustee
accountancy or legal expertise
parent/carer trustees ) *
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Eryll Woollett

Grants & other Fundraising

We are pleased to acknowledge: £10,000 from
Dover, Chest Heart and Stroke Association, for
communication aids; £7,000 from Rural Revival Grant
for IT work with people with Speech and Language
difficulties and a Learning Disability.

Business Support Orbital Marketing Services £50.00.
Individuals & Groups Personal donations: £393.46

Mr White: £50.00, Ladies’ Supper Club £60
Fundraising Events Collection at Searchers’ Concert
£250.00; Quiz Evening £382.79; Concert £500,
Christmas Dingbats £41 (winners H West, and N
Longdon)-answers on website.

NEWS ROUND-UP

Joy Butcher, Executive Director, Find A Voice,
gave a presentation to 24 Students studying for
the National Diploma in Health and Social Care at
South Kent College, Folkestone.

Clir Michael Hill, Cabinet member for Kent
County Council Community Services visited the
Find A Voice centre and was impressed with our
work!
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EARLY YEARS SPECIAL...

Those early months are so vital when parents
and carers suspect that their child might need
additional support with speech, language and
communication. Unfortunately, help is often
difficult to locate and this leads to frustration
for both child and parent.

The Find A Voice Resource Centre aims to fill
some of the gaps by providing a free, easily
accessible source of equipment to borrow.

www.findavoice.org.uk

The service is free, which is of great benefit
when many of the items cost over £100 and
need to be trialled before a commitment is
made to purchase. (Please note however that
we are now enforcing fines for late returns.)

Nursery visits

Switch Toys!
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There are no criteria — anybody living in Kent
can borrow the equipment for up to one
month (extensions are possible).
Parent/carers and professionals such as
Portage service, nursery workers and Speech
and language therapists are equally
welcome. Students of nursing, education,
social care etc. may also apply. All you need
to do is to come to our centre at 49 Beaver
Lane with ID identifying your name and
address.

Makaton Parent Packs- Blue and Red Packs
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BEST OF THE NET... online resources
http://www.ican.org.uk/TalkingPoint/

We like...The website provides lots of information
to parents of children with speech, language and
communication needs and also to interested
professionals. It includes guidelines for parents
unsure whether or not their child is reaching his or
her milestones. There is information for siblings of
children with communication needs, and there are
short articles on symbols and communication aids
with illustrations. There’'s also a very good
catalogue of helpful books.

Not so sure... It is a little difficult to find
information if you don’t already know what to look
for. The postcode search for available provision
often only turns up statutory services and not
voluntary organisations such as Find A Voice.
Overall... An invaluable resource for parents and
professionals.

Try out these...
www.saturnnightclub.ik.com/

website of the Ashford Night club for people with
learning difficulties. So much more than a
nightclub!

www.ashford.web.net

website of Ashford District Partnership Board with
information about the Partnership Board, support
for adults with a learning disability, what's on and
much more.
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FIND A VOICE STAFF
e Joy Butcher, Executive Director

e Elspeth Kirkwood, Administration
Co-ordinator (part-time).
Volunteers:

e Brendan Murphy, Tim Evers (IT training) Jane
Faulkner (receptionist), Caroline Simpson, Pam
Durant (database), Duncan Rogers (database), Jill
McAdams (newsletter distribution), Jeanette
Grundy (fundraising), Chloe White (research
project), Victoria Vaughan (work experience).

FIND A VOICE TRUSTEES

Chairman: Eryll Woollett

Secretary: Sue Soan

Hon. Treasurer: Ted Hawkins

Michael Claughton, Pauline Winlow, Mark
Carty, Alan Collado.

PATRONS AND PRESIDENT
Patrons: Bob and Mary Holness
President: Damian Green MP

Vice President: Alastair Dutch OBE

COMMUNICATION AID
ACHIEVEMENTS

After waiting for a year Daniel Jawonski has
received news that West Kent PCT has agreed to
fund a DV 4 Communication Aid.

Aaron White has heard that he will be funded for
an I-chat Communication aid from Dynavox
Systems. Wayne Quick has also had agreement
for a Lightwriter and Adrian Butcher is to receive
funding for a replacement for his Dynamyte — a
MT4 Communication Aid.

Beryl Burrows is applying for a Lightwriter, Tony
Cook is still looking for a Tellus-3.

2006-Year of the Volunteer for FAV

Like all voluntary organisations we owe a great
deal to our volunteers and over the past few
months we have greatly expanded our
volunteering team. Volunteers come from all
walks of life and contribute in many different ways.

Some volunteers come on a temporary basis to
meet a particular need. Dave Rawling, Brendan
and Tim have kindly allowed us to continue our IT
work while to December.

www.findavoice.org.uk

Some volunteers are
looking for valuable
work experience.
Graduate volunteers
Caroline and Chloe
have been helping
with our Pathways to
Speech Aids project.
Victoria has been

Duncan and Victoria (with furthering  her
Steven) at Volunteers’ work as joint
Christmas lunch chair of the

Ashford

District Partnership for Learning Disabilities.
Duncan has been applying his computer skills to
learn how to update the website.

Joy and Elspeth are delighted to have more
support in so many areas; reception desk, the
Resource Library, updating mailing lists, sending
out appeals and distributing newsletters. All the
Trustees are special volunteers on whom we
depend. Thank you to them and to Jane,
Jeanette, Pam and Jilll And all best wishes to
Teresa Collins who recently moved to
Cambridgeshire to be near her family.

We still need volunteers, especially parent/carers
who might consider becoming a Trustee, and
people with accountancy and legal expertise.
For more details please contact Joy or Eryll.

The support of Ashford Volunteer Centre has also
been appreciated. See:
http://www.ashfordvc.ik.com/ for more details.

Dates of next Courses at Find A Voice:
For further details see our website
www.findavoice.org.uk email
joy@findavoice.org.uk or ring 01233 640443

Communicate in Print: 23 & 30 Jan, 6 & 27 Feb,
13 & 27 March 2007. With optional extra session
in the afternoon introducing Communicate By
Choice.

Writing With Symbols Intro: 16 Jan, 20 Feb
Writing With Symbols Advanced: 6 & 20 March.

Courses are held on Tuesdays at 9.30 am at the
Find A Voice Centre, 49 Beaver Lane, Ashford.

Charges: £40

] .
parents/unpaid carers, )
£80 others working or ~ \&-& w"dgll
living in Kent, £125 out CENTRES

of county.
We are now a Widgit Training Centre- for more
details see www.widgit.com




